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and is sparse in den31ty. Rugged topography has largely onfined Ferry County
settlements into two arcas, The first areca of population is between Republic-and
Danville along the Sanpoll and Kettle Rivers in the north-central part of the
county. The other major area of settlement is found along the eastern boundary
of the county on the lowlands adjacent to Franklin D. Roosevelt Lake and the
Kettle River, Elsewhere, a few people reside in parts of the Colville Indian
Reservation in the southern portion of ths county, A few inhabitants are also
located in the northwestern corner of the county centered on Toroda, Other parts
of Ferry County are nearly void of people,

Population Growth

The growth of the area now occupied by Ferry County was slow befors the
middle of the ninetecnth century, Lack of roads and distance from eastern marw
kets kept immigration to a minimup, Early settlers were discouraged by rugged
terrain, dense forests, harsh climate and Indian hostility,

Population of the area began to grow more rapidly with the settlement of
local British-American territorial c¢laims and as the relationship betwsen the
Indian and white man improved, Mineral discoverics in the Okanogan Highlands
during the 1890's brought many peonle into the northeastern sections of Washinge
ton State, Local agriculture developed to support the mining population, . The
construction of railroads into the area around the turn of the century gave
further impetus to the settlement and expansion of the recently created Ferry
County. The county population in 1900 was L,562,

Ferry Countyts population continued to grow between 1900 and 1920, accoms
panying increased mining activities, A peak of 5,1h3 persons was reached in 1920,
Since ‘then, the county population his declined resulting from the decrease in
mining and general migration of rural youth out of the area. A slight increase
in the county population occurred in the decade between 1930 and 1940 as employ-
ment opportunitiss became available in the Grand Coulee Project which was unders
taken by the Federzl government during this period, The completion of Grand
Coulee Dam and related construetion projects caused some loss of county population
as people moved to look for other employment, The inundation of land by the
ereation of the reservoir behind the great dam also forced some rural persons in
the area to settle elsewhere. After 1940, thé population dropped from L,701 to
3,889 persons in 1960, In 1960, Ferry County ranked thrity-sixth in population
among the 39 counties of Washington,

.0

Urban and Rural Population

The population of Ferry County was classified as entirely rural by the U, S,
Census in 1960, OSince its creation, Ferry County hﬂs had no city with a population
of 2,500 or overywhich the Census considers urban, The largest and only incor=
porated plece in the county in 1960 was the city of Republie, It originated as a
miner's settlement and was later established as the county seat., Its population
grew and remained relatively stable until 1930 when its population reached a low
of 710 inhcbltants. Since then, however, the city has increased to 1,06l persons
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Figure 1, Population Trends: 1500-1980

Table 2. Population of Ferry County, 1900-1960

Yezr | Population | Perecent Rurcl | Percent Urban
1900 L9562 . 100 0
1910 4,800 100 0
1920 54343 100 0
1930 L, 292 100 0
1940 L, 701 100 0
1950 L,0%6 100 0
1960 3,889 1e0 0

Sourcs: U, S, Census, Population
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in 1960, The residents of Republic represented 27 percent of the total county
population in 1960,

In 1960' Ferry County's rural population was predominantly rural-nonfarm, K
consisting of 3,092 persons who lived in small settlements or in the country but
not on farmms, Most of the rural-nonfarm population lived in Republié¢ or in 23
other uuLuCGTPDLgueu settlements 1n the coanty which rangs in populqtion up to 250.‘
The 1960 rurcl-nonform persons represented 79,5 percent of the total county popus
lation, The general trend in.rural-nonfarm population over the years has been
upward, Between 1930 and 1960, it inereased 66 percent in Ferry County, Rurale
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1930, Persons living on farms numbered 2,423 in 1930, 2,361 in 1940, 1,780 in.-
1950 and 797 in 1960, In 1960, persons residing on farms represented 20,5 percent . .
of the total county population, Also in the same year, Ferry County ranked thirtye
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goods in Ferry County has continued ¢o increase although both farms and people
living on forms have become fewer since the 1930%s,

and other opportunities in Ferry County have attracted settlers of

n, After 1920, many of the foreign=born minarn left the county and
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varied origins and backgrounds, In 1920,.over 12 nercent of the inhabitants was .
gn-bor
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in the county by 1950 was' about h percent. Most of the foreign 1mmigrgnta came .
from Canadn, Scandinavians were the second largest group and Germans, English,.
Scotch and Irish were also prominent, Many Europeans whe ecame to Ferrv Countv

took up homesteads and contributed much to the area's agriculture,

The nomwhite population of Ferry County was 708, according to the Census of
1960, The races included 703 Indians, three Negroes and two Japanese., The
Indians, who account for about 18 percent of the total county population, live
mostly on the Colville Reservation in the sbuthern part of Ferry County where
raising livestock ie the primary agricultural activity, The Indians of the county

are related to the nkqnnpnnh Spokane, Nesnelem and Sonpoll language groups.

Table 3, Employment of the Population ’
Ferry County, 1960

. Total
Types of Employment Workers
Total employed workers = | 1,247
Agriculture. . . .+ . & oo 278
Forestry and Fisheries . . . . 21
Miningcaooqooto'o.tc 69
- ‘ Construction o o « o = o o & & . 68
I"Januiacturing @ s e 8 & .. 331

Transportation, Communlcutions
- and other Public Utilities , - 61
Retail and Wholesdle Trade « . 153
z'llsce.u.dueoua aé:‘lﬁuuea s p o s 166

‘Public Adviinistration (governe
ment employment) o - « « & o 84

Other employment . a o+ o o ¢ &

Source: U, S, Census, Population



8 Farry County, Washington

) FOGRL—C 2L persons we ‘ : . Manulactu®
of lumbor and wood products is the most important type of eniployment in Ferry
Cotnty. According to the Census figures, 331 or sbout 26 percent of all self-
ermployed and employed persons were in manufocturing., Agriculiure was second in
e ovmend Errm net L4 s inrolved the iabor o 8 dindivids g or 22 percent
of the countyls total number of persohs employed in 1960, The next largest field
of work was in the miscellaneous services covering many trades. Work in wholesale
and retail establishments was fourth as a source of wages, Mining and construc-
tign,work, formerly important in the area, were among the minor occupatlons in
19€0,
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Accordinz to the 1930 Census, there were 127 moles per 100 females in Ferry
County, In 1960, Ferry's population consisted of 2,080 males and 1,809 females,
which was a ratio of 115 meles per 100 females, The number of women relative to
men tends 1o lincre=se as the county becomes older and more settled, Other factors
such as war and industrialization also tend to increase the proportion of women,

Ferry County's population is slowly aging. The percentage of older poeple has

been increasing steadily since 1870. The 1930 Census showed only 6,9 percent of

ke people in the county were 65 and over, whereas in 1960, thsy accounted for a
slightly higher figure of 8,1 percent of the total, Improved health practices and
greater medical knowledge have played an important part in lengthening the life
span, In 1960, the lorgest single age group was that of children up to ly years

of age, OChildren S to 9 years of age formed the second largest group while those
between 10 and 1L years were third, TYoung people under 15 years of age accounted
for over 35 percent of the county‘’s population,
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Figure 2., Age Distribution of Population, Ferry County, 1%60



